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RESPONSE 
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Commissioner For Patents 
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Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed on October 24, 2005 , in which the Examiner 
requires an election of a single disclosed species for prosecution between Species 1 (FIG. 4), Species 2 
(FIG. 5), Species 3 (FIG. 6), Species 4 (FIG. 7), and Species 5 (FIG. 8). 

The Applicants hereby elect Species 2 (FIG. 5) for prosecution on the merits. Claims 1 , 
2, 4, 5, 7, 14-16, 22-25, and 27 are currently readable on the elected species. 

The Examiner has further stated that claims 1,16, and 27 are currently generic to all 
species. Applicants believe that claims 2, 4, 5, 7, 1 4, 1 5, and 22-25 are also generic and read on each 
of the species referred to by the Examiner. In particular, each embodiment shown and described in FIGS. 
4-8 includes a nonmagnetic spacer means as disclosed by claim 2 and a nonmagnetic spacer layer as 
disclosed by claim 25. In addition, claims 4, 5, 7, 14, 1 5, and 22-24 are also shown and described in 
FIGS. 4-8 since the requirements of these claims are described with regard to FIGS. 1-3, which are 
generic to all embodiments of the present invention. 
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In conclusion, the applicants believe this Response has placed the application in condition 
for allowance. Notice to that effect is respectfully requested. 
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